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Brussels, 15 April 2019 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

 

EU COPYRIGHT REFORM ADOPTED BY MEMBER STATES: 

PUBLISHERS CALL FOR QUICK AND APPROPRIATE IMPLEMENTATION INTO NATIONAL LAWS 

 

Europe’s press publishers, represented by the European Magazine Media Association (EMMA), the European 

Newspaper Publishers’ Association (ENPA), the European Publishers’ Council (EPC) and News Media Europe 

(NME), welcome today’s adoption by the Council of the long-awaited EU copyright reform that introduces 

the crucial neighbouring right for press publishers (Article 15).  Member states must implement the reform 

into national law by 2021. 

 

Carlo Perrone, President of ENPA, said: ““Now that the copyright directive has been approved by all 

European Institutions, we call on Member States to implement this reform quickly.  There is no time to wait. 

We urgently need the Publisher’s Right to improve press publishers’ bargaining position in the digital 

environment and protect them against the unauthorised commercial use of their press publications.”  

 

Christian Van Thillo, Chairman of the EPC, said: “This important reform will help make the EU copyright 

regime fit for the digital age without stifling digital innovation.  As press publishers, we would like to thank 

Europe’s regulators for adopting this important directive that acknowledges the value of the press to 

society and the need for fair remuneration for the commercial re-use of our intellectual property.” 

 

Xavier Bouckaert, President of EMMA, said: “Publishers of all sizes and other creators will now have the 

right to set terms and conditions for others to re-use their content commercially, as is only fair and 

appropriate.” 

 

Fernando de Yarza Lopez Madrazo, President of News Media Europe (NME) said: “A neighbouring right for 

press publishers is an essential precondition for guaranteeing media pluralism in the European Union as an 

indispensable basis for freedom of opinion and a healthy democracy which is why we remain fully committed 

to work with policy makers on the implementation phase of the Directive at national level.” 
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EMMA, the European Magazine Media Association, is the unique and complete representation of Europe’s 

magazine media, which is today enjoyed by millions of consumers on various platforms. EMMA represents 

15,000 publishing houses, publishing 50,000 magazine titles across Europe in print and digital. See: 

www.magazinemedia.eu/ 

ENPA, the European Newspaper Publishers’ Association (ENPA) is the largest representative body of 

newspaper publishers across Europe. ENPA advocates for 16 national associations across 13 European 

countries, and is a principal interlocutor to the EU institutions and a key driver of media policy debates in 

the European Union. See: www.enpa.eu/ 

EPC, the European Publishers Council is a high level group of Chairmen and CEOs of leading European media 

corporations actively involved in multimedia markets spanning newspaper, magazine, book, journal, 

internet and online database publishers, and radio and TV broadcasting. See: http://epceurope.eu/ 

NME, News Media Europe (NME) represents the progressive news media industry in Europe – over 2200 

European titles of newspapers, radio, TV and internet. NME is committed to maintaining and promoting 

the freedom of the press, to upholding and enhancing the freedom to publish, and to championing the 

newsbrands which are one of the most vital parts of Europe’s creative industries. See: 

www.newsmediaeurope.eu/ 
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